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worth remarking that the last twenty years of the nineteenth
century were a great age of extra-European railway construction;
the Trans-Siberian railway, the Canadian Pacific, the railways
from Capetown to Salisbury in Rhodesia, from Mombasa to
Uganda, from Accra on the Gold Coast to Kumasi the capital of
the warlike Ashantis, against whom we had had to undertake
small campaigns in 1874 and again in 1896; and, a little later, the
railway from Lagos to Kano in northern Nigeria on the southern
edge of the Sahara. Later still and unfinished when the first
great war broke out, German engineers were building the
Baghdad railway to link Constantinople with the Persian Gulf.